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Notes of Genealogical & Historical Interest 
100 YEARS AGO 
One Year - Out of 300! 


1899 - Lucedale Post Office established, 
Frankie Banks named Postmaster 

1899 - Howell Post Office - Linnie A. Ward 
named Postmaster 

1899 - Three Rivers Post Office - Samuel H. 
Shannon named Postmaster 


Democrat - Star 
P. K. Mayers, Editor, 


(Extract from 1899 issues.) 
The Democrat-Star, July, August, September 1899 
[Official] 
CHANCERY COURT- AUGUST TERM 1899 


The following is the proceedings of the Chancery 
court held hereon Tuesday and Wednesday of last 
week. All acts of clerk in vacation confirmed. 

-J. I. Ford, surviving partner, vs. Jerry Cook; 
confirming commissioner’s report. 

-John J. Egan vs. Jeff Egan, dismissed as to 
heirs of Richard Egan...?... as to the other 
defendants. 

-W. J. Brewton vs. Mead Brothers: allowing 
amendments to bill and 10 days to answer. 

-Ong Hiller Co. Ltd. vs. John O. Grisham; 60 
days to answer. 

-Guardianship Lyman and Clyde Herring; 
allowing annual account. 

-Estate of E. T. Rogers by J. W. Stewart, exr.: 
confirming report of auditor allowing claim of 
Geo. L. Rogers, etc. 

-Guardianship of Lillie Morris, et al; annual 
accounts allowed. 

-Joseph Weikel vs. John O’Brien, et al: 60 
days to answer. 

-Estate of E. Bloomfield by J. W. Griffin and 
H. Bloomfield, executors; final account allowed 
and executors discharged. 

-Guardianship of Irene and Ethel Bloomfield; 
allowing maintenance and annual account. 

-Mary E. Edwards vs. James D. Edwards, et 
al; confirming report of commissioner. 

-J. E. Armor, et al vs. M. J. McRae, et al; 
confirming report of commissioner in selling part 
of lands. 

-Laura M. Tucker, et al vs. Mrs. Isabella 
Williams; confirming report of commissioner. 

-Mrs. Josephine Ames ys. Gertrude R. 
Gillum; report of sale of lands confirmed 
conditionally. 

-Scranton State Bank vs. W. L. Whittich & 
Co., et al; overruling motion for pro confesso and 
leave to answer in 10 days. 


-A. M. Griffin vs. E. H. Nall; final decree. 

-In the matter of the guardianship of Charles T, 
Torjusen; approving annual account and 
authorizing loan of money. 

-Estate of M. G. Buskin, decreased, by J. W. 
Stewart, administrator; allowing annual account, 
inventory and maintenance. 


-State of Mississippi vs. Peter Bang, et al; 


overruling demurrer and appeal granted. 

-W. N. Bolton, administrator vs. Owen & 
Margison; continued on application of and at cost 
of complainant. 

-Last will of Joseph J. Parker deceased; 
admitted to probate. 

-Guardianship of Amoree Sidenstriker, by E. 
Mon, guardian; annual account and maintenance 
allowed. 

-Guardianship of Lillie and Thos. F. Cochran, 
minors; annual account and maintenance allowed. 

-Guardianship of John L. Morris, a minor; final 
account allowed and guardian discharged. 


-Guardianship of Singleton and Erastus P. « 


McInnis; final account of A. S. and A. P. Denny, 
sureties on guardian, allowed. 

-Lewis Tanner ys. Dorothy Finch, 
commissioner directed to pay certain monies to 
minors. 

-Estate of John Chastant by A. F. Chastant, 
administrator; allowing claim of administrator and 
support for widow. 

-Last will and testament of Mrs. Martha Gary, 
deceased; probating will. 

-In matter of the estate of H. M. Plummer, 
deceased, by E. Stetson, executor; approving 
action of administrator in disposing of personal 
property and first annual account. 

-In the matter of the estate of T. S. Ford, 
deceased, by T. B. Ford, executor, first final 
account allowed. 

-Guardianship of T. Sedgewick Ford et al, by T. 
B. Ford, guardian; approving loan of money; 
report of administrator and first annual account. 

-Estate of May A. Plummer, deceased, by E. 
Stetson, administrator; allowing first annual 
account and continued on application of 
administrator to transfer certain monies. 

-Guardianship of Francis B., Edith and Anna 
H. Plummer minors; allowing report of 
administrator. 

-Guardianship of Bertha Ehlers et al; by E. A. 
Suthoff, guardian; allowing annual account. 

-Guardianship of Mabel Ward, by M. M. 
Evans, guardian; allowing annual account. 

-J. P. Dancer, et al, vs. Geo. W. Dancer, et al; 
10 days leave to answer. 

-Lizzie M. Shannon ys. Lucy I. Shannon; 


a 
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The Democrat-Star, March 10, 1899 
Brig Estella’s Captain & Crew Drowned 
Only Four Survive 

News has been received here from Vera Cruz, that the 
brig, Estella, Capt. G. Buskin master, who cleared some 
fine in January with lumber ium W. Denny & Co., was 
struck by a gale on February 12" somewhere on the 
Mexican coast and turned bottom up. Four of the crew 
escaped by taking refuge on the bottom of the vessel and 
lived for 10 days in this perilous condition upon birds 
which happed to alight within their reach. The remainder 
of the crew, including the Captain, were asleep at the 
time of the accident and perished. Capt. Ruskin’s wife 
and children live in our midst, and have the deep 


sympathy of the entire community. 


best physicians in this section, men in whom all 
confidence is placed by the people of their respective 
towns. At the organization of the society the following 
officers were elected: 
President J. K. McLeod, M. D. of Moss Point 
Lice President J.J. Washington, M. D. of Pass Ciristian 
Sec-Treasurer O.L. Bailey, M. D. of Ocean Springs 
It is thought by all that the society displayed good 

judgement in the selection of the executive committee, 
which is composed of the following named physicians: 
Chatrman J. J. Harry, M. D., Handsboro 

W. R. Thompson, M. D., Moss Point 

O. L. Bailey, M. D., Ocean Springs 

W. T. Bolton, M. D., Biloaz 

R, J. Turner, M. D., Buy Si. Louis 


The Democrat-Stor, January 20, 1899 
A MYSTERY OF THE DEEP. 
The Naptha Yacht Paul Jones Disappears 
in the Misstssippt Sound. 

‘Ihe Yacht Paul Jones, which left Louisville, Ky., Dec. 
7", with a pleasure party of prominent society people, 
bound for Pensacola, Fla., and other ports in southern 
waters, has disappeared somewhere in the gulf of Mexico. 

The party consisted of Col H, C. Yocum and 
daughter, Miss Florence Yocum, G. M, Yocum of St. 
Louis, Mise Florence Taggart, daughter of Mayor 
Thos. Taggart, of Indianapolis and Miss Margaret 
Woodland, of Chicago: 

The last heard of the yacht was when it left the mouth 
of the Mississippi river, on Jan. 3d. The cruise of the Pan/ 
Jones was to have lasted until next June. The yacht is 
owned by Mr. Lawrence Jones, the well-known distiller, 
is 60 feet long, 25 feet beam, electric lighted throughout, 
and contained every appointment for a pleasant cruise. She 
was in charge of Capt. Sturtevant, one of the best known 
maciners in the country. ‘The Secretary of the Treasury has 
ordered the revenue cutters along the coast to search for 
the missing yacht. 

Messrs. Taggart and Jones accompanied by J. W. 
Tharp of Tines-Democrul, J. C. O'Connell of the New York 
Sun and J. T. Burns of the Infér-Ocean came from Mobile 
Wednesday afternoon, chartered the tug Leo and left here 
at 1:30 Thursday moming for Chandeleur Islands in search 
of the yacht. 

Up to the hour of going to press this (Thursday) 
evening no further particulars were obtainable. The Leo 
returned Thursday at 1:30 with no tidings. All hope 
abandoned of her satety. 

The Democrat-Star, January 20, 1899 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Medical & Surgical Society 

This society is composed of the leading physicians of 
he different coast towns. The principle purpose of the 
organization is its endeaver to prevent the introduction of 
contagious and infectious diseases and to aid the State 
board of health in arriving at the correct diagnosis of such 
diseases, and for the preventing of vicious retaliatory and 

useless quarantines. This is a matter of great interest to the 
coast people, and much good is expected to result from 
the efforts of the organization, composed as it is of the 
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The Democrat-Star, January 6, 1899 
Scranton Local News 

Mr. Jim Byrd Pickett has invested in horse flesh. 

Mr. Martin Carey is the proud owner of a fast 
trotter 

Mr. Robert F. Seymour is sporting a horse and 
buggy. 

The grip has a large number of our people in bed. 

Mr. Louis Sarrazin was a holiday visitor from New 
Orleans. 

Mr. Columbus Dunn has returned to Scranton to 
remain permanently. 

Mr. H. S. Rourke has improved his property on 
Pascagoula street and Telephone roads. 

Mm. H. S. Rourke and daughter, Mise Alice visited 
New Orleans during Christmas week. 

After a Christmas visit to his old home, Dr, C. A. 
Bedingfield has retumed to Scranton. 

Scranton needs a first-class hotel without any 
“trimmings” or horizontal attachments. 

Mr. W. M. Canty is placing a substantial patent 
cement walk in front and around his new store. 

Miss Marie Louise Grant assisted at the dry goods 
store of C. Nelson's during the holiday rush. 

Preaching in the Baptist church next Sunday at 11 
o’clock a.m. and 7:15 p.m., by Rev. Henry Bennett. 
Also at Pascagoula at 3:30 p.m. Everyone invited. 

Rev. P. C. Henry will hold devine services in the 
Lutheran church next Sunday at 7:30 p.m. All are 
welcome. 

The Christmas tree entertainment at the Lutheran 
church was on a par with those of the past - a success in 
every way. 

Miss Laura McKibbin, after spending the holidays 
with Mrs, E. Mitchell, returned to Mobile Monday. 

We acknowledge with thanks a lovely calendar for 
1899 from the well-known carriage house of Bloch Bros., 
Mobile. 

One night last week an attempt was made by an 
unknown miscreant to bun Mr. B.D. Valverde’s new 
bakery building. 

Messrs. Leon Rivere and Frank J. Laurendine, 
popular L & N operators, Christmased with Mrs. J. C. 
Laurendine and family. 
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"THE BIG HOUSE" . 
It was built before the Civil War by a man named Graham. He was 
a seafaring man and had a ship of his own, Nobody knew just what 
he did with that ship, but it ¥as Supposedahe wag a sea-pirate. 
His wife was cruel to their slaves,and for many years it age 
believed by the townspeople that the place was “haunted "yf hat 
pots of goldywere buried somewhere on the property. (In recent 
yearsy it veep noley" ground with all the digging going on.) 
It was "big" in every way, two and a half stories, with large 
rooms and wide hallsy and broad verandas front and back, I 
remember the half-circle stairs on the outside from the first 
to second floors. The grounds were a mass of flowers and 
shrubbery, under giant Live Oaks, with a winding lane’ from the 
beach to the house 


At one time, the house and grounds were used as an exclusive 
girls’ school. The school was not successful because of 
financial problems. 
william and Frazine Crenier Seuthern) 
Years after the Civil War, my parentsflived in a cottage ad- 
joining the "Big House" as caretakers, 


Captain Buskin, a German seafaring man,was the owner for several 
years. One dayy Mrs. Buskin was destroying a large portrait of 
herself with a hammer, crying and raving: "I don't want him to 
look on mine face when I'm gone." He didn't® be was lost at 
sea, 


For a short time, a Mr. Delano (Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt's 
relative) owned the place. It seemed he had been "exiled" by 
his family to overcome a drinking problem. Evidently he didn't 
succeedeghe didn't stay very long. 


Later, it was owned by a man named Arthur Thornton. He was a 
single man. He lived in e "Bi ouse" but took his meals With 
his caretakers. My brotheLAgther saves ans.. him. When Arthur was 

a baby, Mr. Thornton put a thousand dollar bill in his hand and 
said, "No matter what the future holds for him, he can always 
say he had a thousand dollars in his hana" (a lot of money in 
those days). Mr. Thornton was killed in an elevator accident 

in New Orleans. 


The Pollocks, fron Louisiana, acquired the place from the 
Thornton estate and immediately gave it an Old South 
aristocratic name, "Beauvoir", its first title. These people 
had been very wealthy in Louisiana? cotton-brokers and bankers, 
but for some reason’Were not very rich anymore. They were 
aristocrats, but, fortunately for us, they were kind people 

and provided many happy occasions for the children of our 
community. The one I renember (a first for me) was Halloween. 


, 


A three year old doesn't take too well to a tall, white 
ghost with a lighted pumpkin on its head, especially when 
apples, oranges and small cabbages come flying through the 
front door. I was afraid of the dark and almost every-— 
thing else for a long time. Another memorable occasion 
was a Christmas party at the es} House", g@#Christmas trees 
were lighted with candles then ,7dSanta’s beard caught on 
fire. I don't think they were as concerened about putting 
out the fire as keeping Santa Claus from being temasked 
before a roomful of wide-eyed children. 

FEpisco pa 
A small country,chur ch was built by ny father and other men 
in the community--on land and with materials furnished 
by the Pollocks--where all the children of the neighborhood 
were christened. One boy, I was told, had never been in a 
church and especially didn't like water being poured on his 
head. The woman holding him had to t her hand over his 
mouth to stop the string of "cuss" words aimed at the 
preacher, 


Eventua}ly the "Big House" became the "Longfellow House", 
andi7is@now a beautiful motel and restaurantg owned by a 
company. It has been remodeled and the grounds land- 
scaped. Tourists are told that Longfellow wrote his poem, 
"The Building of the Ship", in the house. Its doubtful 
that he ever came near the place, vat Mackey a nice story-- 
or legend. Longfellow wrote about far away places that he 
never visited. He does mention "Pascagoula's Sunny Bay" 
in the poen--and there's only one in the country, 
Pascagoula, Mississippi. 


Wash Fyederick, a local man, acquired some property on the 
east side of the Longfellow House and put up a “honkey-tonk" 
bar and dance pavilion. His neighbor used every means 
available to buy him out, chase him out or make it miserable 
for him to stay. He named his place "The Shortfellow House", 
A severe hurricang (1947) completely destroyed his place. 

An act of God solved his neighbor's problem very well. 


Our home was just east of the Longfellow House (Pollock's house 


sisters] tote Ollie {YFloy and I were born there. Our playground 


was the stretch of beach from Bayou Chico to the River. 
I don't really feel at home until I get down on the 
"Beach" and look out over the sound. We were the "poor 
sons of the Beach" but we enjoyed it. 
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HISTORY OF THE 
* LONGFELLOW HOUSE 


Pascagoula, Mississippi 


The Longfellow House was 


-built in 1850 by Pascagoula 


carpenters-for Mr, and Mrs, 
Graham, slave traders from 
New Orleans, Louisiana, Mrs, 
Graham was a notorious char- 
acter, and the few old people 
living who remember her, say 
her history would be better 
forgotten, These people are the 
ones who know of her cruelty 
to her slaves, whom she beat 
and kept in chains. A neighbor 
of Mrs, Graham?s, is sald to 
have found a runaway slave one 
day crawling by his fence, all 
beaten by his mistress’ hand, 
Anyone doubting that the slaves 
in this house were ill-treated 
has only to look on the third 
story for blood stains, which 
still remain on the floor, 

After her second marriage, 
Mrs, Graham fontinued to ve 
in the house, shocking .her 
neighbors by her violent tem- 
Per,, until about 1878 when she 
married again, (No one seems 
to know what happened to the 
tirst two husbands, but appar- 
ently they died normal deaths.) 
She went to Chicago with Mr, 
Watson, her last husband, where 
she was robbed and deserted 
by him, 

From the famous Mrs, Gra~ 
ham the house went to Captain 
Muse, who did not make it his 
home, but rented it to various 
people, One of these was a Mr, 
Brown ‘who professed to be 
Tesponsible, respectable, and 
well-educated, and’on these 
credentials Opened a girl's 
Schoo! in the house, Most of the 
town’s young ladies attended the 
school and many of them left 
their names scratched on the 
window panes of the third story, 
where they can be seen today, 
However, Mr, Brown’s success 
was cut short when it was 
learned that he was arenegrade 
priest who had joined the Epis- 
copal Church as a minister, 
He was soon found out and 
dismissed, Of course, the young 
ladies withdrew from the school 
and Mr. Brown immediately 
left town owing many debts, 

The ownership of the house 
then passed to Mr, Delano of 
Maine, who was as notorious 
as Mrs, Graham hadbeen, Mrs, 
Delano was very wealthy and 
Mr, Delano enjoyed drinking up 
her interest and causing her 
much trouble by his spells of 
drunkenness. One day, a Deigh- 
bor passed by and helped save” 
the baby whom he was dangling 
Out -ef one of the windows by 


One foot in one of his drunken 


Sprees, Mr, Delano mortgaged 
most of his wife's possessions, 
and then the house went to Cap- 
tain Buskin of Moss Point, Mis- 
sissippi, Captain Buskin took 
rs the house in 1886 and 


O*Fallen of St, Louis, Missouri, 


However, she never came tothe . 


house but had her nephew, Ar- 
thur Thorton of Virginia, 
manage the house, Some years 
later, Mrs, O’Fallen sold «Bell- 
vue” to Mr, W, A, Pollock of 
Greenville, Mississippi, and 
New Orleans, Louisiana, It is 
interesting to know that both 
Cantain Rustin snd Mr Tharéan 


id 1888 sold it to Mrs,- 
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he owned “Bellvue”, it saw its 
happiest days. Mr. Pollock had 
moved toNew Orleans where his 
two daughters were presented to 
New Orleans soclety and con- 
sidered to be outstanding beau- 
Hes of the day, After the youn- 
ger daughter married, Mr, 
Pollock bought Bellvue”, The 
house, furnished with the Pol- 
lock’s beautiful furniture, was 
the scene of many house parties 
made up of people trom New 
Orleans, The two guest houses 
On either side of the house were 
. Usually filled with visitors, 
After the death of Mr, and Mrs, 
Pollock, Miss Pollock inherited 
the house, and from her it went 
to her sister, Mrs, Moore who 
sold it to Mayor Canty in 1938, 
It was later sold to Ingalls 
Shipbuilding Corporation which 
made the Longfellow House into 
“a famous tourist resort, 
The Longtellow House is pro- 
.bably one of the most majestic 


of the Ante-bellum homes along 
the Mississipp! Gulf Coast, 
Bellvue (as it was formerly 
called) or Longfellow House has 
stood on the shore of the Gulf 
of Mexico for over one hundred 
years, The above facts of his- 
tory concerning {t have become 
obscured in romance and legend 
and it is extremely difficult to 
Separate the facts from flgments 
of the imagination, 

"It was shortly after the house 
was built that Heary Wadsworth 
Longfellow was supposed to 
have visited Pascagoula and 
stayed at the house, There is 
some doubt as to whether he 
wrote ‘The Building of the 
Ship? at Pascagoula, but a 
number of our older citizens 
insist that he did. Be that it 
may, almost everyone believes 
that Longfellow wrote the poem 
here as from the line «rom 
Pascagoula’s sunny bay” {n the 
poem/s content, 
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well-educated, and on these 
credentials opened a girl’s 
school in the house, Most of the 
town’s young ladies attended the 
school and many of them left 
their names scratched on the 
window panes of thethirdstory, 
where they can be seen today, 
However, Mr. Brown’s success 
was cut short when it was 
learned that he was arenegrade 
priest who had joined the Epis- 
“copal Church as a minister, 
He was soon found out and 
dismissed, Of course, the young 
ladies withdrew from the school 
and Mr, Brown immediately 
left town owing many debts, 

The ownership of the house 
then passed to Mr, Delano of 
Maine, who was as notorious 
as Mrs, Graham hadbeen, Mrs, 
Delano was very wealthy and 
Mr, Delano enjoyed drinking up 
her interest and causing her 
much trouble by his spells of 
drunkenness, One day, a neigh- 
bor passed by and helped save 
the baby whom he was dangling 
out ef one of the windows by 

- One foot in one of his drunken 
sprees, Mr, Delano mortgaged 
most of his wife’s possessions, 
and then the house went to Cap- 
tain Buskin of Moss Point, Mis- 
sissippi, Captain Buskin took 
over the house in 1886 and 
around 1888 sold it to Mrs,” 
O?Fallen of St, Louis, Missouri, 
However, she never came tothe . 
house but had her nephew, Ar- 
thur Thorton of Virginia, 
manage the hcuse, Some years 
later, Mrs, O’ Fallen sold ¢Bell- 
vue to Mr, W, A, Pollock of 
Greenville, Mississippi, and 
New Orleans, Louisiana, It is 
interesting to know that both 
Captain Buskin and Mr, Thorton 
had violent deaths, The captain 
was lost at sea in one of his 
own ships and Mr, Thorton fell 
down an elevator shaft, 

It was during the time that 
Mr, and Mrs, Pollock owned 
-the house, the longest that it 
belonged to one family, from 
approximately 1902 to 1938, 
that the house was named ‘Bell- 
vue,’? Mr, Pollock was a planta- 
‘tion owner and banker and while. 
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The Longfellow House of Pas- 
eagoula, built for New Orleans 
slave traders, still bears the 
gtain of blood let by the blacks 
who were kept chained in third 
story cells in the house. 

Historians say that Pascagou- 
ja carpenters constructed the 
ante-bellum mansion in 1850 for 
a Mr. and Mrs. Graham, notor- 
jous ‘for their cruelly to the Afri- 
eans they merchandised. 

The blood stains, still in evi- 
dence on third story floors of 


the house, have resisted remov- town owing many debts, so the), 


al for more than 100 years, 
present housekeepers say. 


RENEGADE 


Another renegade whose slay|Buskin was lost at sea in one 
fm Longfellow House left itslof his own ships, and Mr. Thorn- 
marks was a Mr, Brown Wholton fell down a St, Louis ele- 


Lumber, Timber 
Are Exported 


Lumber and timber were ex- 
ported in the 1870's in sailing 


eer on pa a ot stood on the shores of the Gulf 


the United States. 


The ships of Norway an d 
Sweden carried most of the lum-| mance and legend, it is extreme- 
ris, whileliy difficult to separate the facts 
most of the coastwise trade WaS| from figments of the imagina- 


ber to foreign ports, 


handled by American vessels. 


From 1875 to 1880, the ship- 
ments of lumber from the Port)was built that Henry Wads- 
of Pascagoula averaged 45 mil-|worth Longfellow was supposed 
Mon feet per year. In 1880 this}{o have visited Pascagoula and 
had risen to 60 million feet per|stayed at the house. A number 


_ year, 


In the early 1890s Pascagoula] insist that the bard wrote “The 


ongfellow House Was Built 
For New Orleans Slave Trader’ 


kept a girl’s school at the place. 
Mr, Brown professed to be a 
well - educated, respectable and 
responsible individual, but when 
patrons discovered he was really 
a turn-coat priest who had join- 
ed the Episcopal Church as a 
minister, he was dismissed. 

Before they left, however, 
most of the town’s young ladies 
scratched their names on win- 
dow panes of the third story. 
The names may be seen to this 
day. 
Mr. Brown, by the way, left 


slory goes. 
Two owners of the house met 
violent deaths; a Captain Busk- 
in and a Mr. Thornton. Captain 


valor shaft. 


115 YEARS OLD 
The Longfellow House is prob- 
ably one of the most majestic 
of the Ante-bellum homes along 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
Formerly called Bellvue, it has 


of Mexico for 115 years. The 


facts of history concerning it 
have become so obscured in ro- 


tion. 
Tt was shortly after the house 


of older citizens of Pascagoula 


-was second only to Pensacola in Building of the Ship” here. The 
the number of board feet ship-|poem’s content bears the line, 


’ ped fom Gulfports. 


‘rom Pascagoula’s sunny bay.”’ 
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Chapter XVIII 


Long fellow and Shortfellow 


Facing Pascagoula Bay just back of the East 
Beach Boulevard under a clump of oak trees stands a stately 
old mansion of some twenty rooms, commonly known as the 
Longfellow House. 


This old home was built back during the ante-bellum days 
by a wealthy slave-trader from New Orleans named Daniel 
Smith Graham. Captain Graham, on a trip through Pasca- 
goula, saw the property, liked it, and bought it from the Krebs 
family. He then hired a contractor named William Southern 
to build a home in the design of Greek-revival. 


Pushing out to sea again to engage in his pirating and slave- 
trading activities, Captain Graham left his wife Carlen in 
charge. She took command with the authority of a Catherine 
the Great. Tough and sadistic, Mrs. Graham drove her slaves 
relentlessly. When one retorted with a sassy answer, Mrs. Gra- 
ham put him on the whipping block. Then, heating some red 
hot irons, she ground them into the slave’s back, who after- 
ward crawled into the woods and died. The other slaves be- 
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gan to hear mysterious sounds, saying it was the voice of the 
dead slave returning to haunt his cruel mistress. The Captain’s 
wife then carried on her beatings in the mansion’s upstairs 
rooms. People passing by and hearing the noises began to 
circulate rumors that the house was haunted, a legend that 
it still carries. 


Captain Graham returned frequently, bringing with him 
loads of treasure, which treasure hunters believed he buried on 
the grounds and thereafter made many a secret digging. But 
Captain Graham mysteriously died and Mrs. Graham married 
again. Then her second husband divorced her and she lived 
alone for awhile. In the midst of these marriages, the Civil 
War came and Federal soldiers seized the house for use as a 
refuge and a hospital. But when they departed the premises, 
the soldiers took Mrs. Graham’s possessions. Having no more 
slaves to beat, she married a Yankee named Watson who took 
her to Chicago and tried to rob her. Then Mr. Watson mys- 
teriously died and widow Watson returned to Pascagoula, 
where in 1882, she sold the Graham Place to a Captain Muse, 
who rented it to a gentleman named Brown. Mr. Brown 
started an elite Episcopalean school for young ladies, many 
of whom scratched their names on the window panes of the 
third floor and may still be seen today. But Brown proved to 
be a renegade priest, masquerading as an Episcopalean. When 
this was discovered, the young ladies withdrew from the school 


and Brown was run out of town leaving a long string of 
debts. 


After that, the house passed to the Delanos of Maine who 
bred race horses on the estate. Delano, as notorious a char- 
acter as Mrs. Graham, was constantly drunk. Once a neigh- 
bor passed by just in time to save a new-born child who Del- 
ano, in his inebriated state, was dangling from the third story 
window. 


Then the house was sold to a Captain Buskin who, it is 
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said, kept a young mistress in the house, taking her out to 
sea periodically. Captain Buskin sold the house to Arthur Con- 
way Thornton in 1897, just before he and the young girl per- 
ished at sea. Then Thornton sold the house to Miss Anna M. 
H. O'Fallon of St. Louis, right before he fell down an elevator 
shaft and broke his neck. 


In 1902, Miss O’Fallon sold out to Mrs. Marie Pollock of 
Greenwood, Mississippi and it thereafter became known as 
the Pollock House or “Bellevue.” But the legends and ghost 
stories went on. One night Mrs. Pollock was awakened by the 


. rattling of shutters. Alarming the household, she proceeded to 


the supposed source of the noise. After an intense investiga- 
tion, they found nothing and retired again to their beds, Fre- 
quently during the early morning hours the Pollocks found 
themselves trembling at the wierd sounds and they spent a 
very sleepless night. The next morning they found that the 
“ghost” had been an old billygoat who, from time to time, 
would walk across the gallery bumping chairs and rattling 
shutters. 


Mrs. Pollock’s daughter married C. P. Moore and a prod- 
uct of this marriage is the renowned story-teller and last of 
the old-time Southern gentlemen, “Pie” Moore. 


The Moores lived at Bellevue for many years but when 
old Mr. Moore died, Mrs. Moore determined to sell it. Before 
she made the transaction, she decided to check out the legend 
that pirates from Jean Lafitte to Captain Graham had buried 
treasure on the premises. So she and her friend, Mrs. Martin 
Shepard went to work. They dug up the ground in the back 
woods at every suspicious location but found nothing. 


Then a gypsy fortune teller told her that there was a 
treasure hidden in the northeastern corner of the house. With 
pick and shovel she now began to remove the floor of the 
kitchen but still she found nothing. Then she took the family 
silver upstairs and tried using a crude metal detector to find 
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the.precious metals. But it was to no avail. Finally she gave 
up.and sold the home to Mayor Frank S. Canty in 1938. 


A few years later Bob Ingalls came into the picture. Al- 
ready he had a thriving shipyard which was visited by digni- 
taries the world over. But there really was no place in Pasca- 
goula for all these distinguished Englishmen and Russians, 
Generals and Admirals to spend their nights. So Ingalls bought 
the Pollock Place and dubbed it, “The Longfellow House.” 


Why the Longfellow House? Well, there had always been 
a legend that Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, the New Eng- 
land poet, had visited Pascagoula before the Civil War, and 
stayed at the old Graham place and had written a poem en- 
titled, “The Building of the Ship.” In support of the legend, 
people would open a book of Longfellow’s poems and proudly 
point to the lines: 


“Timber of Chestnut and elm and oak 
and scattered here and there with these 
the knarled and crooked cedar knees 
brought from regions far away 

on Pascagoula’s sunny bay.” 


There were many who scoffed at this legend. They said 
Longfellow had never left New England and that Walter 
Lewis, the editor of the Pascagoula newspaper, had dreamed 
up this little story in an article he wrote for the Times-Picay- 
une in 1937, They pointed out that Longfellow’s poem had 
been written before the house was even built so how could 


it be? 


Actually, the dates run pretty close. It is not known when 


* the house was actually built. Krebs still owned the land in 1847, 


and the house was built sometime after this. Longfellow ac- 
tually did leave New England. In fact, he made at least four 
trips to Europe and supposedly, it was after one of these trips, 
in 1848, that he visited New Orleans. Whether he came on 
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to Pascagoula that year is not really known but the legend 
goes back further than Walter Lewis. In 1915, R. L. Head, 
superintendent of the local streetcar system, built an unusually 
attractive car and printed the name Longfellow on the side of 
it. And older citizens of that day and age talked of how Long- 
fellow sneaked into town to visit an old sweetheart named 
Anne Farrington. Anne had been reared in Massachusetts but 
came to Pascagoula with her parents on a tour of the South. 
When her parents died in Mississippi, Anne remained and 
began corresponding with Longfellow. Perhaps it was because 
of Anne Farrington’s letters that Longfellow learned of “Pas- 
cagoula’s sunny bay.” 


True or not, Bob Ingalls knew a good promotion angle 
when he saw one. He promptly named the place, “The Long- 
fellow House” and under that name it has attracted tourists 
from all over the world. 


If Bob Ingalls hadn’t been a “Damn Yankee,” he would 
have named the house after whom it should have been named. 
For the house was definitely visited many times by the South’s 
first great hero, General P. G. T. Beauregard, the hero of Bull 
Run and Fort Sumter. General Beauregard came there after 
the Civil War and, in fact, liked it so much that he donated 
the large fireplace from his own home in New Orleans. 


In 1947, Ingalls decided to buy the property adjoining the 
east side of the Longfellow property. He dickered with the 
bank and tried to purchase the land from the local authori- 
ties at a price considerably lower than what the bank thought 
reasonable. 


In the middle of the negotiations stepped the fiery little 
land speculator, Wash Frederic. Wash paid the bank its ask- 
ing price and got the land, which enraged the equally fiery 
Bob Ingalls, who proceeded to give Wash a tongue-lashing. 


But Wash Frederic was not one to take a tongue-lashing 
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sitting down. He proceeded to build a classic juke joint by 
the side of the Longfellow House. It was not exactly of Greek- 
revival design but was something more akin to tent-revival 
in style. It had a certain class and distinctiveness that set it 
apart from any structure that had yet been touched by the 
hand of man. And over the top was a huge sign that read 
derisively, “The Shortfellow House.” 


What angered Bob Ingalls so much was it developed into 
a thriving business, with its purple rum and loud, honky tonk 
music. Furthermore, half of Ingall’s emiployees started hang- 


ing out at the joint and cashing a great number of Ingall’s 
checks, : 


Bob Ingalls threatened suit but he couldn’t drum up much 
of a case. So he persuaded the Board of Supervisors to make 
a ruling that no businesses could be established on the water 
side of Beach Boulevard. But Wash was already there and 
Ingalls found that the ruling could not be made retroactive. 


Eventually Wash sued Ingalls, claiming that he was being 
intimidated and that Ingalls was stopping payment on some 
of the checks being cashed at the Shortfellow House. This 
wasn’t all. Wash had a long list of grievances, some of them 
being almost legitimate. But most people agreed that what 
Wash was suing Ingalls on was general principles. 


In the meantime, the greatest hurricane since 1906, was 
about to hit the Gulf Coast. On the night of September 19, 
1947, the full impact was thrown against the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. The winds reached nearly a hundred miles an hour. 
At Waveland twelve people died and at Gulfport and Biloxi, 
several more were killed. A syndicated columnist flew over the 
area and described it thusly: “The industrial east side of Biloxi 
is destroyed as thoroughily as if attacked by fifty bombers.” 


All along the coastline, the waters had hammered the con- 
crete seawall, throwing huge chunks of it up on the land. 
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Highways were uprooted and broken. The damage went into 
untold millions. But the Gulfport-Biloxi-Bay St. Louis area 
got the worst of it. In Pascagoula, thirty-seven homes were 
demolished but only one person died. 


However, down on the beachfront near the Longfellow 
House there was a pile of rubbish scattered from one end of 
the Longfellow property to the other. Beer cans, broken bot- 
tles, garbage, splintered pilings, oyster shells, and pieces of 
chairs lay strewn all over the lawn and beach. In its brief day, 
it had seen the bright lights and heard the gay sounds. But 
on September 20, 1947, this was all that remained of the 
“Shortfellow House.” Little Wash had been washed out. 


